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St Matthew’s Churchyard,
Otterbourne
The parochial parish of St Matthew’s
Church, Otterbourne, covers much of
Allbrook and residents have the right to
be buried in the churchyard. The names
of many former residents may be found
on the gravestones. Allbrook’s war dead
are commemorated on the memorial by
the church. In respect of this Allbrook
Parish Council have assisted with the
maintenance of the churchyard by way
of a grant.

Have your say!

Please email us at the parish
council with any ideas you have,
and keep in touch by attending
our meetings.
Please send us your ideas for
the next issue by 31/08/21
Parish Clerk
Cheryl Gosling 07394 063916
clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk
Allotment Officer
Richard Ormond
allotments@allbrook-pc.gov.uk

Calling all knitters!
Otterbourne Hill’s
poppy display 2021
Do you know anyone or a group who
would like to get involved with our
November Remembrance red poppy
display at Otterbourne Hill? Crochet
poppies are also welcome.
We are aiming to collect
at least 1,000!

Easy ribbed
poppy pattern
3.5mm or 3.75mm needles
(UK size 9).
Using red double knitting
wool, cast on 60 stitches.
Knit 10 rows of K2 P2 rib.
Row 11: Knit 2 stitches together
across the row (30 stitches).
Row 12: Slip one stitch, knit together
and pass slipped stitch over – repeat
this across the row so you end up
with 10 stitches.
Break off the yarn with a long tail and
thread this through the remaining
stitches using a yarn needle, pull it
tight and sew edges together.
Centre of poppy: Using black double
knitting wool, cast on 16 stitches and
cast off. Coil into a tight spiral and
sew base to centre of poppy.

THANK YOU!

NEWS
Allbrook Parish News

Dear Residents,
Welcome to this bumper edition
of Allbrook Parish News
It was frustrating to be prevented by Covid
regulations from physically delivering
the news as we have so much to tell
you. Editions were published during the
lockdowns but only available on-line and
on our noticeboards. We hope you found
them. Previous editions may be found on
our website www.allbrook-pc.gov.uk. If you
follow us on Facebook you should always be
up to date with our news.
We are pleased to welcome two new
members to the council, Paul HandleyGarland and Richard Daniels. Their details
are on the next page.
Councillors are looking forward to resuming
normal meetings in the Scout Hut in Boyatt
Lane. Unfortunately due to social distancing
requirements only 6 members of the public
will be able to attend.
There is no restriction on numbers for the
Great British Spring Clean as it is outdoors
and we hope many of you will come along to
help spruce up the parish.
Our thanks go to Mark Housby for the lovely
photo above of the rainbow over the lych gate.
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Parish Council
meeting dates
The Parish Council meetings
have resumed face to face.
The next meeting of the
Council will be on
Tuesday 22 June
at 7pm in the Scout Hut,
Boyatt Lane.
Please check our website
for the latest information as
lockdown restrictions can
change at short notice.

The next Parish Council
meetings dates:

22 June
27 July
28 September
For information on local
planning applications, or to find
useful links visit our website:
www.allbrook-pc.gov.uk
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Introducing your new councillors
Paul Handley-Garland
In February Paul Handley-Garland was co-opted to the
council to fill one of 2 casual vacancies. Paul has lived on
Allbrook Knoll since 1984, raising his family here. He began
his working life as a farm worker before joining the railways,
initially working on passenger stations, including Eastleigh,
before moving into British Rail’s IT department. After 25
years at BR he worked in the IT department of a large bank
for 18 years. He is now retired and looking forward to an
active role in the local community. Many of you will recognise
him as he is often to be seen walking his dog, Pepper.

Richard Daniels
In May a by-election was held to fill the second casual
vacancy and Richard Daniels was elected. Richard stood
as an Independent candidate. He has been an Allbrook
resident since 2000 and lives on Pitmore Road. He has had
close involvement with local groups for much of that time.
He is the current chairman and musical director of the
Otterbourne Theatre Company and sits on the Village Hall
Committee. He would like to see a community building in
Allbrook. He can often be spotted with a spaniel or two or
playing support at his wife’s Lincoln’s Rise allotments.

Footpath 716
Footpath 716 is possibly the most used public right of way in the parish. It runs from
Boyatt Lane to Knowle Hill. For several years the point where it meets Knowle Hill
has been overgrown and impassable. An alternative, permissive, section is well used
but finally, after many reports from residents and the parish council submitted via
the HCC website, a Countryside Ranger and Eastleigh Ramblers have done a lovely
job of clearing it. Big thanks to them. They were unable to insert the new finger post
sign they had brought as they couldn’t remove the big nails holding the broken one
in place. However Councillor Betts has managed to remove them and we await the
arrival of the new signpost. It just has the little yellow arrow for now.

SPEED OF TRAFFIC

Community Speed Watch
The Parish Council has received
correspondence from residents who
are concerned with the speed of traffic
in Pitmore Road, Twyford Road and
Allbrook Hill. The Parish Council pays
for the installation of a speed indicator
device to collect data from the general
speed of traffic in these locations.
At a recent meeting, it was discussed
whether the Council could consider
setting up a Community Speedwatch
Scheme.
Community Speed Watch is an
educational scheme to help people
reduce speeding traffic though their
community. The scheme enables
volunteers to work within their
community to raise awareness of the
dangers of speeding and to help control
the problem locally.

Community Speed Watch incorporates
poster campaigns and a pledge system
linked to direct action using speed
detection equipment all under the
supervision of the Police. The use of
the radar devices does not lead to
prosecution, drivers will receive a letter
from the police instead, but it helps to
underline the community’s commitment
to reducing speed. If you are interested
in volunteering for the scheme, please
contact the Parish Clerk.

The Legacy Festival 2021
This local festival will be going ahead in July in accordance with government
guidelines. Find out more at www.legacy-festival.co.uk

Issue 11 / June 2021

Allbrook Parish Newsletter

Flower Towers

More Flowers

With the intention of brightening the
street scene around the parish the PC
has arranged the installation of flower
towers at strategic locations. These
should be arriving shortly and will be
located at Lincoln’s Rise, Chartwell
Green, the top of Allbrook Hill and
at the Meadow
entrance. Councillors
have agreed to
undertake the
watering required to
keep these displays
in tip top condition.
However, if any
resident would like to
adopt their nearest
tower and water
it twice a week we
would love to hear
from you.

Following the success
of some wild flower
sowing around the
borough in previous
years this has been
continued with
additional areas being
sown. The seed
mixture has also been changed to one
which should give a longer lasting display.
Last year the Blackman family of Knowle
Hill began the creation of a wild flower
meadow on a small area which was not
being well maintained by the borough
mowers. It was partially successful but
this spring they have removed a lot of
the grassroots, reseeded and netted
to protect against the pigeons. It is
now looking promising for a wonderful
display. Is there an area near you which
could lend itself to a similar makeover?

Allbrook in Bloom
Back for a third year we hope to be able to present many more awards at our
meeting in September. Fingers crossed we can meet in person as it is lovely to
be able to put faces to the wonderful gardens and displays we have seen. This
year however it will be up to you to enter. There will be no prejudging and short
listing but all those entered will be inspected by the judges sometime in July or
early August.
Categories are the same as last year: Front garden with lawn; Front garden with
no lawn; Containers and hanging baskets. You may only enter one category.
If you wish to enter please notify us of your address and which category you
wish to enter. Send these details either to nancy.palmer@allbrook-pc.gov.uk or
post to Allbrook in Bloom, 32 Allbrook Knoll, SO50 4RX

UPDATE: Land behind the bungalows at 68-74
Allbrook Hill – and any ideas for a new name?
The Parish Council is delighted to
report that by the time this newsletter
goes to print, the Council will own the
open space behind the bungalows and
adjacent to the canal. The site needs
some attention and we would like to
hear from you on how you think the
site could be utilised going forward.
We are keen to work with residents
and neighbouring properties to set
up a ‘friends of’ group to maintain the
site and give it some identity. If you
are interested in helping with this site,
please contact the Clerk or a member
of the Parish Council.
We would also like to give the site
a name. If you have any ideas, please
email your suggestions to clerk@
allbrook-pc.gov.uk

The Right to Regenerate
The Government has plans to make
it easier for communities to buy
underused land and derelict buildings for
affordable housing and other community
spaces. The ‘Right to Regenerate’
proposals are a reform of the Right to
Contest act. It puts forward proposals
for communities to have first right of
refusal to purchase underused land in
public ownership. The land to be sold
by default, unless there is compelling
reason not to. ie there are firm plans to
bring the land into use. This will make

it easier for communities to transform
vacant land and derelict buildings into
homes or community spaces.
Eastleigh Borough Council owns a pair
of bungalows at the bottom of Pitmore
Road that have become semi-derelict.
The PC has asked the borough what
plans they have for these properties.
The Borough Council has responded
that they are going to refurbish the
bungalows so they can become homes
once again.
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JOIN THE GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN
JOIN THE GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN

Saturday 12 June 2021
Saturday
12to June
10.00am
12noon2021

10.00am
toup
12noon
Come along and
help tidy
areas of the village.
Come along
and
helpattidy
up areas
of the village.
We will
meet
Allbrook
Meadow,
We will
meet Road
at Allbrook
Meadow,
Pitmore
at 10.00am
Pitmore
Road
10.00am
Please wear appropriate
clothing
andatheavy
duty, protective gloves.
Please
bringwear
personal
hand sanitiser
any
cutsprotective
with surgical
tape or
Please
appropriate
clothingand
andcover
heavy
duty,
gloves.
waterproof plaster.
Please bring personal hand sanitiser and cover any cuts with surgical tape or
The organisers
will observe
social distancing.
waterproof
plaster.
Bagswill
willobserve
be provided.
The organisers
social distancing.
Organised
by will
Allbrook
Parish Council*
Bags
be provided.
*Please check the noticeboards
and
www.allbrook-pc.gov.uk
Organised
bywebsite
Allbrook
Parish Council* for any changes in
the lockdown measures which may prevent the event taking place.
*Please check the noticeboards and website www.allbrook-pc.gov.uk for any changes in
the lockdown measures which may prevent the event taking place.

Policing update
Following a spate of car crime earlier
in the year when a number of vehicles
were entered overnight, having
possibly been left unlocked, the Parish
Clerk arranged a video call with Chief
Inspector Marcos Cator to discuss
these concerns.
CI Cator has been in post since June
2020 and is very keen to establish
links with Parish Councils to focus on
the needs of the community and he
is aware that Councillors and Clerks
are quite often the main contact with
residents. The good news is that his
team is increasing by 50% to enhance
the visibility of Police in our community.
Sgt Kevin Hercock is leading the team in
our area. They are aware of the recent
crimes, however, reporting is very low.
We encourage residents to report
incidents as this not only informs local
police as to the issues within the area
but can also be a factor when setting
local and district priorities.
Reporting can be done by the following
methods:
• 101 for non-emergencies
•	999 for emergencies including crime
in progress and any situation where
there is a possibility of immediate
violence.
•	Online reporting system found on
the constabulary website – www.
hampshire.police.uk
•	
Anonymous reporting can be done
via Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111

or via their website www.
crimestoppers-uk.org
There is also a website where
residents may report things of
concern: www.hampshire.police.uk/
contact/af/contact-us/contact-us-todiscuss-something-else/
CCTV is becoming more widely
available than ever before and can be
a valuable tool during investigations.
The quality of the image / footage the
CCTV system produces is a big factor.
•	Cameras with a higher resolution
produce sharper images and footage.
•	Consider the angle of the camera
and where it is positioned including
the distance from the area it covers
– too far away and the quality will
decrease.
•	Consider adding security lighting and
be aware of how light sources affect
the quality of the picture (for better
or worse). For example a light
shining directly onto the camera
can reduce the quality of the image.
In the coming months, Covid
regulations allowing, the
Neighbourhood Policing Team aim
to arrange beat surgeries at suitable
locations for residents to raise any
concerns with their local officers.
The dates of which will be shared
with Allbrook Parish Council and
advertised on the Eastleigh Police
social media pages.
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Introducing your new councillors
Paul Handley-Garland
In February Paul Handley-Garland was co-opted to the
council to fill one of 2 casual vacancies. Paul has lived on
Allbrook Knoll since 1984, raising his family here. He began
his working life as a farm worker before joining the railways,
initially working on passenger stations, including Eastleigh,
before moving into British Rail’s IT department. After 25
years at BR he worked in the IT department of a large bank
for 18 years. He is now retired and looking forward to an
active role in the local community. Many of you will recognise
him as he is often to be seen walking his dog, Pepper.

Richard Daniels
In May a by-election was held to fill the second casual
vacancy and Richard Daniels was elected. Richard stood
as an Independent candidate. He has been an Allbrook
resident since 2000 and lives on Pitmore Road. He has had
close involvement with local groups for much of that time.
He is the current chairman and musical director of the
Otterbourne Theatre Company and sits on the Village Hall
Committee. He would like to see a community building in
Allbrook. He can often be spotted with a spaniel or two or
playing support at his wife’s Lincoln’s Rise allotments.

Footpath 716
Footpath 716 is possibly the most used public right of way in the parish. It runs from
Boyatt Lane to Knowle Hill. For several years the point where it meets Knowle Hill
has been overgrown and impassable. An alternative, permissive, section is well used
but finally, after many reports from residents and the parish council submitted via
the HCC website, a Countryside Ranger and Eastleigh Ramblers have done a lovely
job of clearing it. Big thanks to them. They were unable to insert the new finger post
sign they had brought as they couldn’t remove the big nails holding the broken one
in place. However Councillor Betts has managed to remove them and we await the
arrival of the new signpost. It just has the little yellow arrow for now.

SPEED OF TRAFFIC

Community Speed Watch
The Parish Council has received
correspondence from residents who
are concerned with the speed of traffic
in Pitmore Road, Twyford Road and
Allbrook Hill. The Parish Council pays
for the installation of a speed indicator
device to collect data from the general
speed of traffic in these locations.
At a recent meeting, it was discussed
whether the Council could consider
setting up a Community Speedwatch
Scheme.
Community Speed Watch is an
educational scheme to help people
reduce speeding traffic though their
community. The scheme enables
volunteers to work within their
community to raise awareness of the
dangers of speeding and to help control
the problem locally.

Community Speed Watch incorporates
poster campaigns and a pledge system
linked to direct action using speed
detection equipment all under the
supervision of the Police. The use of
the radar devices does not lead to
prosecution, drivers will receive a letter
from the police instead, but it helps to
underline the community’s commitment
to reducing speed. If you are interested
in volunteering for the scheme, please
contact the Parish Clerk.

The Legacy Festival 2021
This local festival will be going ahead in July in accordance with government
guidelines. Find out more at www.legacy-festival.co.uk
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