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POWER CUTS: Tips from SSEN
BE PREPARED FOR A POWER CUT

Photo by Mat thew Brodeur

on unsplash.com

•	Keep a torch and spare batteries in an easily
accessible place.
•	Keep an analogue phone, that you plug in, handy.
Modern digital phones won’t work in a power cut.
• Keep your mobile phone charged.
•	Save important numbers. The national power cut
helpline is 105.
•	Download the SSEN Power Track app to your
smart phone.
•	If you rely on electricity to power medical
equipment or to move around your home, or
know someone who does, sign up to the Priority Services register. You can do this by
calling 0800 294 3259 or via the website. Other vulnerable groups may sign up too. It is a
free service.
DURING A POWER CUT
•	Keep a battery-powered radio tuned in to your local radio station.
• If you use other forms of heating and lighting, such as paraffin heaters and candles, don’t
leave them unattended.
•	Switch off appliances and lights, but leave one
light on so you know when power has been
Have your say!
restored.
Please email us at the parish
• If you have elderly or infirm neighbours, check
council with any ideas you have,
to make sure they are comfortable. If you
and keep in touch by attending
know of anyone who needs Priority Service,
our meetings.
eg anyone on a ventilator or dialysis machine,
Please send us your ideas for
please contact our Priority Services team by
the next issue by 31/01/22
phoning 0800 294 3259.
Parish Clerk
•	If you are warned in advance that the
Cheryl Gosling 07394 063916
electricity will be turned off, boil some water
clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk
and keep it in a thermos flask. You can use it
Allotment Officer
to make hot drinks or fill a hot water bottle if
Andrea Leitch
it gets too cold.
allotments@allbrook-pc.gov.uk
•	Don’t open the freezer door unless you have
to – this helps food stay frozen for longer.
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Dear residents,
We hope you have enjoyed the warm
autumn weather and are ready for whatever
winter brings. There may be power cuts
ahead and it is always wise to be prepared.
Some tips and advice from Scottish and
Southern Electricity Network are featured
on the back page. They also have a Priority
Services register for vulnerable people.
Do you have an elderly neighbour who may
need some help with registering? Small acts
of kindness go a long way.
At the PC’s final meeting of 2021, on 21st
December, we shall be enjoying a festive
mince pie and a drink, and would welcome
residents wishing to join us.

What’s On
13 – 14 Nov
10am-5pm

Photographic exhibition
Otterbourne Village Hall

27 Nov

St.Matthew’s Quiz Night
Otterbourne Village Hall

Jan 2022	Otterbourne Theatre
Company panto Cinderella.
Full details inside this issue.
Organising a local event? Tell us about
it to promote it in our newsletter.
clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council
meeting dates
Parish Council meetings are
held monthly on Tuesdays
at 7pm in the Scout Hut,
Boyatt Lane.
Please check our website
for the latest information as
lockdown restrictions can
change at short notice.

The next Parish Council
meetings dates are:

23 November
21 December
25 January

For information on
local planning applications,
or to find useful links
visit our website:
www.allbrook-pc.gov.uk
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Asset transfers

The Otterbourne Pantomime

Land behind the bungalows

Allbrook Meadow

Finally, the land behind the bungalows
belongs to the parish and not the
borough. Topographical and tree
surveys have been carried out to enable
plans to be drawn up to create an area
fit for use by residents. It is not too late
to put forward any suggestions you may
have for the site.

It is hoped that the transfer of Allbrook
Meadow and Allbrook Recreation
Ground will happen in 2022.
A new gate has been installed at the
meadow in readiness for the transfer.
It will enable better access for regular
maintenance.

After a 20-month shutdown, the
award-winning Otterbourne Theatre
Company is back in action rehearsing
for the annual family pantomime which
will be staged this coming January at the
Village Hall. The production will be that
most traditional of pantos, Cinderella
(the shoe must go on!) but with a sharp,
hilarious and up-to-date script. The
Hall has excellent sound and lighting, a
hearing loop system and a licensed bar.
Performances generally sell out and this
time there will be a reduced audience
capacity so don’t delay if you want
to catch one of the area’s seasonal
highlights. All proceeds go to the upkeep
of the Hall.

View from the bench at the space behind the
bungalows in Allbrook Hill.

Parking in
Maypole Villas
Many years ago a disabled parking
bay was installed at Maypole
Villas for the use of a disabled
resident. Although the resident
is no longer there the markings
remained. When a parking ticket
was issued to a resident using the
space the issue was raised with
the Parish Council. The markings
have now been painted over and
the disabled bay returned to a
general parking space.

The new access gate at Allbrook Meadow
enables easier access for regular maintenance.

The Ramblers
Eastleigh Ramblers is a local walking group who
are always happy to welcome anyone interested
in joining. They have a very varied programme
of walks, some local, others further afield.
They normally have a short morning walk on
a Thursday and walks on either Saturday or
Sunday, sometimes both. These are mainly walks
of 8-12 miles but there aren’t any hard and fast
rules. If you would be interested in trying them
out you can find their walk programme on their
website www.eastleighramblers.org.uk. You will
be made very welcome and can try them out
without any obligation to join.

The cast and crew, and in fact the
audience, are drawn from a wide area:
Southampton to Winchester and all
places in between. Many in fact are

Allbrook parish residents. The Company
are always looking for new people,
especially adults, to join them for future
shows and pantos, whether to tread
the boards or work backstage. Anyone
interested is invited to complete a “Join
Us” form on the OTC website and that
gets the ball rolling. Experience is not
necessary – just enthusiasm!

Performances
2:30pm on Jan 15/16/22/23
7:30pm on Jan 14/15/21/22
11.00am on Jan 16
(an accessible, relaxed performance).
Tickets are on sale now at £9
each from the OTC website
otterbournetheatre.com or
from the Village Hall website
otterbournevillagehall.org.uk

Photographic exhibition
On November 13th and 14th there will be
a photographic exhibition in Otterbourne
Village Hall to mark 100 years since the
War Memorial was dedicated. The men
remembered on the memorial are from both
Otterbourne and Allbrook. The life history
of each man has been researched in detail.
Photo: www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk,
Their stories are all interesting - some heart- taken by Terry Revell, 2019
breaking. As a background there are also many
photographs of the two villages in the early 20th century. 10am – 5pm each day.
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Planning Matters – Trees!
Our local area is blessed with an
abundance of established woodland and
this is an amenity that should be valued
highly. However, there are many trees,
in and adjacent to gardens, that were
in place long before the properties
were built. The majority of these are
“broadleaf” species such as oak, ash,
sycamore etc. which are indigenous to
the UK and form part of our treasured
history.
Trees grow, changing and evolving over
time with the result that they start to
impact on our properties in some way.
This is where problems start.
Most trees in the Borough are covered
by a Tree Protection Order (TPO)
meaing that no work of any kind may be
conducted on the tree without Local
Authority Permission. Exceptions to
this are for the removal of dead wood
and where imminent danger is present.
Pruning, felling, crown lifting, crown
reduction, work that may impact on the
root area of the tree. A definite no-no!
A TPO is a written order which, in
general, makes it a criminal offence
to cut down, prune, top, lop, uproot,
wilfully damage or destroy a tree
protected by that order, or to cause
or permit such actions, without the
authority’s permission. Anyone guilty of
such an offence is liable. Serious cases
may be dealt with in the Crown Court
where an unlimited fine can be imposed.

In order to carry out work affecting a
protected tree you will have to apply
for permission. This is done through the
Planning Application process which is
straightforward and performed though
the EBC website or Planning Portal.
ALL applications received for tree work
are followed up with a site inspection
and in many cases delays, and indeed
refusals, occur due to insufficient
information being submitted with the
application. A refusal is assured if an
application is made to severely interfere
with an established tree merely because
it “casts shade”. Other “above ground”
work should be supported by the
services of an established tree surgeon
who in any case will be required to
carry out the work as part of the
planning conditions, if granted.
Applications are usually submitted along
with photographs and sketches. It has
to be said that many of the sketches and
drawings forwarded border on being
an insult to due process. At least give
the Planning Officer a chance to make
an informed decision. Include some
measurements, straight lines, adjacent
properties, roads etc. It’s not rocket
science. It is also good to include the
TPO number – the location of this
is advised later, and may help in the
application process.
A particular area of concern is where
the roots of a tree are causing issues
with house foundations. The Council

Planning Matters – Trees! continued

Scarecrow season

will require evidence that this is the case
and this will require the involvement of
established expertise. It must be noted
that a tree surgeon is not the source
of this expertise. Such professional
assistance may be expensive as
excavation of the area is usually involved.
In this regard it is essential that your
Buildings Insurance provider is involved
at an early stage. Buildings Policies
require this action and it will enable
support to be given before the situation
escalates. Remember that approval for
work in this regard can take a long time
although initial remedial work should be
approved quickly.

During October you may have
noticed some new characters in the
neighbourhood, as a result of the annual
scarecrow festival run by Friends of
Otterbourne School (FOS).
This is a very popular event with local
children and their families, culminating
in a ‘scarecrow hunt’ with all entries
marked on a map. Donations for entry
all go to benefit the school.
The children at Otterbourne Primary
School will be voting to decide the
winner after half term.
Find out more on Facebook @
FriendsofOtterbourneSchool.

Information regarding Tree Protection
Orders can be found in the Interactive
Maps section of the EBC Website –
Search “interactive maps” to bring up
the necessary pages and then use the
“layers” function to search TPO’s and
Conservation Areas. Depending on the
nature of your internet connection and
computer capabilities the maps may
take a while to load. You will see that
TPO areas are displayed hatched in
green. Right-clicking will bring up details
including the TPO number and this may
relate to an area or a single tree and
tree type or “all trees”.
Your journey starts with eastleigh.gov.uk
On a more local note advice is also
available through Allbrook Parish
Council and your EBC Ward Councillor.

Green fingered scarecrow tending to one of the
parish flower towers.
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The horse trough
on the meadow

Christmas Card Design

Visitors to Allbrook Meadow on
Pitmore Road cannot fail to notice the
stone horse trough. It was donated
to the village in 1915 by Colonel Jones
Bateman of Otterbourne Grange in
memory of his mother. Over time the
engraving on the side has eroded and
is now illegible. The PC had hoped
to restore the engraving but due to the high cost a plaque has now been placed
alongside the trough showing the wording of the dedication.

Last year the PC invited children
from the parish to submit designs
for the annual Christmas card. This
year the invitation is extended to all
residents.

‘’To the memory of Jessie Jane Marianne Jones-Bateman of Otterbourne Grange, who for
forty years was a benefactor to Allbrook. Ever ready to give of her substance to the poor and
her sympathy to the suffering. This drinking trough was erected by her son in A.D. 1915.’’

If you would like to submit a picture
to grace this year’s card please either e-mail it to clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk or
pop it through the letter box of your local councillor. Closing date for entries is
Monday 22nd November. There will be a small prize for the chosen contributor
plus the kudos of being a published artist.

Our thanks to Councillor Betts who undertook the installation of the plaque.

Allotment news
Mrs Andrea Leitch has been appointed as Allotment Officer. She can be contacted on
allotments@allbrook-pc.gov.uk
The entrance to the Broomhill allotment site has now been repaired and upgraded.
A 20’ shipping container is being purchased for the secure storage of equipment
used by the working party to
maintain the site. Although
a substantial outlay to begin
with it will soon become cost
effective over the continued
rental of the much smaller
container currently being
used.
The Lincoln’s Rise site has a
new entrance noticeboard.
Thanks, again, to Councillor
Betts for its installation.

Drawings, paintings in any medium
and photographs, digitally enhanced
or not, are all suitable. Sadly,
collages do not reproduce well.

2020’s winning card by Nina Pearson Age 9

Noticeboards

Grants

There are four noticeboards in the
parish, strategically placed by the parish
council and updated regularly. They
can be found adjacent to the post box
on Bosville, next to the bus stop on
Broadlands Avenue, in front of the
bungalows in Allbrook Hill and opposite
the scout hut on Boyatt Lane.

Are you a member of a group or
organisation that could benefit from
grant aid? The PC is able to aid local
groups and organisations if they can
demonstrate the project will directly
benefit residents of Allbrook. Previous
grants have helped provide safety mats
for a martial arts group, bought camping
equipment for the scouts and also helped
them build a workshop. Brendoncare
have been given a grant towards the
mass planting of spring bulbs.

Details of the parish, the council and
the meetings can be found there. Space
permitting the PC would like to offer
the use of the boards to local groups to
publicise their activities and events.
Please contact the Parish Clerk if there
is something your group would like to
share on the boards.

For more details, and to download
the application form, please go to
the website www.allbrook-pc.gov.uk.
Alternatively contact the Parish Clerk.

